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PROCEDURE AND PRIVILEGES COMMITTEE 
Recommendation No 1 of Report No 7 - Motion 

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Leader of the House) [7.36 pm]:  I move - 
That recommendation No 1 of the Procedure and Privileges Committee’s Report No 7 (2004) on 
estimates committees standing orders be adopted as follows -   

That Standing Orders Nos 222, 223 and 230 be deleted and the following new Standing Orders 
substituted -  

Bills referred to estimates committees 
222. (1) After the second reading of the Appropriation bill or bills which 
provide for the main recurrent and capital appropriations, the consideration in detail 
stage will be replaced by Estimates Committees A and B. 

 (2) The estimates committees will examine the bills and proposed 
expenditure contained in the Estimates and report on proposed expenditure by the 
Parliament and government departments and agencies funded from the Consolidated 
Fund. 

 (3) The estimates committees may also examine off-budget public 
corporations, as determined by the management committee, and ask questions 
regarding their budgets and operations. 
Management committee 
223. (1) There will be a management committee which will comprise the 
Leader of the House, one member nominated in writing to the Speaker by the 
Premier, and two members similarly nominated by the Leader of the Opposition. 

 (2) Before the estimates committees first meet, the Leader of the House 
will present to the Assembly the report of the management committee, which report 
will prescribe -  

(a) which parts of the Estimates are to be considered by each 
committee; 

(b) the time allotted for consideration of each part or any division or 
program of the Estimates and the budgets of those agencies referred 
to in Standing Order 222 (2) and (3); and 

(c) following consultation with Assembly members, which off-budget 
public corporations will attend estimates committees hearings. 

 (3) On presentation of the report of the management committee, the 
Speaker will forthwith propose the question, “That the report be adopted.”, and debate 
may proceed for a maximum period of one hour on that question and any proposed 
amendments. 
Ministerial advisers 
230. (1) Advisers who are present at an estimates committee to assist 
Ministers will not directly answer questions or otherwise address the committee 
except with the approval of and in the presence of a Minister or Parliamentary 
Secretary. 

 (2) Representatives of off-budget public corporations are treated as 
Ministerial advisers for the purposes of this Standing Order. 

These proposed changes to standing orders stem directly from the Procedure and Privileges Committee report No 
7 of 2004.  The Procedure and Privileges Committee has recommended that the inclusion of off-budget agencies 
during estimate committee hearings be made permanent and incorporated into the Legislative Assembly’s 
standing orders.  Basically, the same set of rules have applied to access to off-budget items since about three 
years ago.  Under the Gallop government, there was a new innovation or reform - a further accountability 
measure.  While promised under the last government, we have instituted it.  However, each year we have had to 
move a sessional order to allow for it.  With this motion, we are moving to put it in the standing orders so that it 
will be there on an ongoing basis.   
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The Procedure and Privileges Committee has recommended that the number of off-budget corporations to be 
examined and the time allotted for each examination be left to negotiation between the opposition and the 
government, and as such no minimum or maximum number has been included in the standing orders, whereas 
under the sessional order up to five such agencies could be considered in the estimates committee hearings.  I 
commend the motion to the house. 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [7.38 pm]:  I am sure that members will be delighted to know that I will not 
take my full time, unless they beg me to.  I will take about two minutes; that is all.  This side of the house agrees 
with the recommendations of the Procedure and Privileges Committee.  It makes a lot of commonsense to 
include in the standing orders the sections relating to the off-budget agencies to which the Leader of the House 
has referred.  As he said, for the past three or four years - 
Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Three years. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  For the past three years we have had to move a special sessional order to allow those off-
budget agencies to be included in the budget estimates hearing times.  It makes a lot of sense.  There are 
probably half a dozen agencies - for want of a better word, the most popular ones - that members like to ask 
questions about and receive answers to queries they may have.  There are a few agencies I would like to see 
included on a regular basis because they are very important.  The opposition is very happy to agree with this 
recommendation. 

As a new member of the Procedure and Privileges Committee, this was one of the first items that I dealt with.  
Of course, I am now an old member of the committee, which now goes back about eight years.  We looked at 
other ways to try to bring the standing orders up to date.  That has happened.  What is before the house tonight 
makes a lot of sense.  We live by our standing orders in this house, and so we should.  It is appropriate that the 
standing orders reflect the wishes of the house so we know exactly where we are going.  On behalf of the Liberal 
Party opposition - and I presume the National Party opposition unless one of its members wishes to speak - I 
advise that we agree entirely with the recommendations of the Procedure and Privileges Committee.  The 
recommendations are for the betterment of the workings of this house in the future. 

MR M.W. TRENORDEN (Avon - Leader of the National Party) [7.41 pm]:  The National Party also 
supports these changes.  They are good.  I am pleased to be one of the new members on the Procedure and 
Privileges Committee.  I have not served on the committee before but I was on a select committee some years 
ago.  Was not the member for Hillarys on the privileges select committee eight or so years ago?   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  I was just a boy during the 1980s!  I was still in short trousers. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  In the 1980s?  I think it was in the early 1990s.  It does not matter.  I remember 
driving along a particular road near a particular battle site in a particular state of the United States with a 
particular Clerk of this house on the left-hand side of the road and watching the traffic coming the other way! 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  That was in the early 1990s. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  That is what I said. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  You said the 1980s. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  I cannot remember how far back it was.  I cannot remember yesterday let alone back 
then.   

Let us not waste time.  One of the reasons I am pleased to be on the Procedure and Privileges Committee is that I 
believe the most ordinary process in this house is estimates.  If members of the house have any interest in the 
estimates, I am pleased for them to approach me.  I am the father of the house.  I can remember the time that the 
house held estimates as a single committee in this chamber.  It was a very ordinary process.  We have moved to a 
better process and I am convinced that we can move to an even better one.  This motion is a step towards that.  I 
congratulate the Leader of the House on being prepared to take on these issues.  However, there are some other 
outstanding issues that we will want to talk to him about that I think are important.  The committee will get back 
to him about that.  The National Party supports totally these alterations to the standing orders. 

Question put and passed.   
 


